Changing paradigms in dermatology: topical immunomodulators within a permutational paradigm for the treatment of atopic and eczematous dermatitis.
The first formulation of a class of products called topical immuno modulators (TIMS) was approved for clinical use in December 2000 and released in February 2001. This product is tacrolimus in an ointment base, prescribed under the Protopic. The next TIM, pimecrolimus cream, was FDA approved in December 2001 and launched February 2002 in a cream vehicle under the Elidel. TIMs are becoming a significant component in the topical treatment paradigm for atopic dermatitis, introducing a useful alternative to, or complement for, high- and low-potency topical steroid therapy.